
Cowboy Candy and 20+ ways to use it! 

Cowboy Candy…ever heard of it?   It’s a staple in the canning community and it’s a wildly 

popular Christmas gift.  Some folks call it Candied Jalapenos and it is jalapeno slices that 

have been sweet pickled.  I sometimes describe it as a “sweet heat” because it definitely 

has sweetness to it from the pickling process but it still has that jalapeno kick!  Cowboy 

Candy is one of our best sellers at farmer’s market but if you’ve never tried it you might 

be wondering how you can use it.  Often used during the holidays as an appetizer, served 

on crackers with cream cheese – and it is fantastic that way – but Cowboy Candy is so 

versatile that you can find ways to serve it all year long!   

Short of eating straight from the jar, what’s easier than serving on crackers? Sandwiches!  

 Top off hotdogs, hamburgers, Italian beef, grilled cheese, cold cut sandwiches or 

pulled pork – candied jalapeno slices will add fantastic flavor to any sandwich! 

Want to try something new in cold salads? 

 Potato salad, pasta salad, tuna salad, chicken salad and coleslaw will go from “the 

usual” to zesty real quick when you add in a few candied jalapeno slices. 

Don’t really care for even the mild heat of peppers?  The cooking process will further 

break down the capsaicin of the peppers so: 

 Toss a few slices in with your chili, soups and chowder.   

 Add to hot melted cheese sauce to top nachos for game day 

 Use as an ingredient in stir-fry, pizza, enchiladas, lasagna, omelets or countless 

other meals you want to add a little zip to!  

Peppers are the star of the show but don’t forget the syrup that they sit in! 

 Use as a flavorful meat marinade 

 Use as an ingredient in homemade salad dressings 

 Use as an ingredient in Spicy Peanut Brittle.  Seriously. You’ll thank me later 

 Infuse tequila for a Jalapeno Margaritas or as a replacement for agave syrup in any 

adult cocktail 

Last but not least I will mention one of our most absolute favorite ways to incorporate 

candied jalapenos into a dish is with cornbread. Cheesy Bacon Jalapeno Skillet Cornbread 

is a huge family favorite…and I’ll share that recipe with you soon so make sure you are 

signed up for our email! 


